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·1· · · · · · · PUBLIC HEARING PRESENTATION:

·2· · · · · DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

·3· · · · · · · · · · ·PUBLIC COMMENTS

·4· · · · · · · · · · · · TAKEN ON

·5· · · · · · · ·THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025

·6· · · · · · · · · · · · 5:00 P.M.

·7

·8· · · · · · MR. KAM:· My name is Allen Kam.· I'm from

·9· WSP.· We're really happy to see you all here

10· tonight.· Happy to see you guys enjoying the open

11· house.· We're going to have that open until about

12· 6:00 p.m.· We're going to start to have a little

13· presentation at 6:00 p.m.· In the meantime please go

14· and check out all the information that's over here.

15· · · · · · (Public Comments:)

16· · · · · · MS. EMMERICH:· Hi, my name's Kellee

17· Emmerich.· I have been a Lahaina resident for almost

18· 40 years.· We owned a home on Lahainaluna Road.· And

19· during the Lahaina Fire we lost our home.· One of my

20· children, my daughter, and her family also lost

21· their home in Wahikuli.

22· · · · · · And after living in -- at the Hyatt for

23· eight months we were -- it was very healing to move

24· to Ukumehame.· We bought a property in Ukumehame.

25· And we put two tiny houses there, which we are
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·1· farming now.· We have chickens.· We planted over 20

·2· trees.· And we have a barn that we're going to be

·3· building.

·4· · · · · · And so it would be very inconvenient and

·5· disappointing if -- the higher up the highway was,

·6· it would be possibly affecting our property.· And so

·7· my request is that it goes as low as possible

·8· through County land rather than through the resident

·9· -- or the residential areas or the agricultural

10· areas or, yeah, private property.

11· · · · · · I'm concerned also about the noise from

12· the road noise.· The closer up it comes to the --

13· where the people are living.· So my request is that

14· it would just stay as low as possible on the

15· highway.· I think that's it.

16· · · · · · THE REPORTER:· First and last name again?

17· · · · · · MR. EMMERICH:· Brad Emmerich.

18· · · · · · THE REPORTER:· Okay.· Ready when you are.

19· · · · · · MR. EMMERICH:· So after the fire I

20· realized that this is going to be something that

21· takes a long time.· And so I needed to find a house

22· or something -- a place for my family to live.· So

23· that's when we lived at property there in Ukumehame.

24· · · · · · I originally was trying to find a friend

25· or something like that or somebody that was wanting
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·1· to allow me to put a -- either a mobile home or

·2· something on their property.

·3· · · · · · That's when somebody said, "Well, why

·4· don't you just look at the ones there in Ukumehame?"

·5· Which we had looked at earlier in the year but it

·6· was out of our ability.

·7· · · · · · Anyway, to make a long story short, so

·8· after the fire I realized it was going to take a

·9· long time before we could rebuild.· So we went and

10· found something there in Ukumehame.

11· · · · · · And, like Kellee was saying, we were at

12· the Hyatt for eight months.· So while we were there

13· we were working hard at trying to build something in

14· Ukumehame.· But it was difficult getting through all

15· the process.

16· · · · · · At any rate, now that we're there, of

17· course, we really like the property and so we're

18· more invested in what happens as far as the road is

19· concerned.· And there is property below us -- the

20· property that's next to the highway that is all

21· County property.

22· · · · · · And there are no trespassing signs all

23· over.· But of course people have moved in there and,

24· you know, they put up homesteads really -- gates and

25· fences and right next to the "no trespassing" signs.
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·1· But it just -- it makes sense to me that the State

·2· would put the highway there at the County property

·3· at the bottom of Ukumehame development.

·4· · · · · · And then my other concern was the noise

·5· mitigation -- if there was a way that they could --

·6· they would certainly -- my hope would be they would

·7· consider that because right now we can hear the

·8· highway noise.

·9· · · · · · But when we go inside, you know, then at

10· least you can't hear it when you're inside.· But if

11· the highway was closer it gets louder.· And so my

12· hope would be that they would take that into

13· consideration also since we are a resident -- that

14· they would do something to try to mitigate the noise

15· -- lessen the noise.· That's it.

16· · · · · · THE REPORTER:· Perfect.· Thank you.

17· · · · · · (Break in audio.)

18· · · · · · MR. ISHII:· Hi, my name is Raymond Ishii.

19· Is this thing on?· Okay.· I'm the president of the

20· Valley Isle Sports Shooters Club, which is the

21· oldest and largest user of Ukumehame Firing Range.

22· · · · · · While I fully support moving the existing

23· highway, in that there are a number of concerns I

24· have.· The roads appear to run parallel to fire

25· lines, which we are very grateful for, although
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·1· there is a couple routes that were uncomfortably

·2· close.· But my understanding is that's going to

·3· change.

·4· · · · · · The questions I have is right now to

·5· access the range and the Papalaua Wayside Park we

·6· have to drive past the range via the Viaduct exit to

·7· the Ukumehame subdivision, then backtrack on the

·8· existing highway.

·9· · · · · · The question I had, which was actually

10· answered, was is the State going to maintain that

11· highway to a correct standard where you can actually

12· drive on it.· And I was told that's going to be

13· turned over to the County.· So that's a County

14· question now.

15· · · · · · Because that section of road -- if

16· anybody's driven it -- is probably going to fall in

17· the ocean pretty soon.· Because if you look every so

18· often you'll see the -- basically the ocean

19· undercutting the existing jersey barriers.· So the

20· question I have is, number one, is that road going

21· to be maintained?

22· · · · · · The second question I have -- to avoid

23· that, prior on the left side of the bypass would it

24· be possible to just simply restripe existing road

25· and put in a turn lane so we can get direct access

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· and not have to basically bypass everything?· That

·2· will give access to both the range and the beach

·3· park.· Then, going back the other way, a merge lane.

·4· · · · · · My understanding is a viaduct is going to

·5· be 25 feet high, which is good so emergency vehicles

·6· can go under it.· But the other question we had was

·7· during construction will people be allowed access

·8· basically to the range because they're going to

·9· build the viaduct over the existing road?· And

10· that's it for the range.

11· · · · · · I have one comment though as far as the

12· highway itself -- if there's any thought about

13· putting protected passing lanes on that highway?

14· Because if anybody's driven it, what happens is you

15· get behind somebody going 20, 30 miles an hour and

16· you got a line of cars, you know, half mile, mile

17· long.

18· · · · · · Then you get one guy ten cars back who's

19· late for work and he's going to start passing

20· people.· So has there been any thought about putting

21· passing lanes on that highway?· Not the whole thing

22· but just intermittently to let people around slow

23· people.· That's all I got.

24· · · · · · MR. KAM:· Mahalo, Mr. Ishii.

25· · · · · · Mr. McPherson?
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·1· · · · · · MR. MCPHERSON:· Hi, my name is David

·2· McPherson.· I live in Kipuka Village.· Most people

·3· know it as Olowalu Village.· I've been there for

·4· about ten years with my family.

·5· · · · · · As we look at the alternate routes, it

·6· seems -- and I would like to see it go a little bit

·7· higher away from the homes.· There's a lot more

·8· space Mauka.· Hopefully there's no park sites or

·9· anything that would be -- that would hinder that to

10· be pushed further away from our homes.

11· · · · · · We have a small little village there.· And

12· it seems like it goes, you know, fairly close.· So

13· that's one thing that I would really like to see

14· happen is that it would be pushed further away from

15· our homes for the noise.

16· · · · · · And second of all, for the design team, if

17· you thought about putting guardrails up -- I know

18· guardrails are to stop cars when there's no other

19· runways that they can slow down.

20· · · · · · But guardrails keep vagrants out of State-

21· covered lands.· And that's a really -- putting

22· guardrails up would save our County and State

23· dollars in not having to clean up cars.

24· · · · · · I mean, if you do the stretch from Olowalu

25· to Ukumehame you're going to see cars littered up
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·1· there, especially if you take a helicopter and you

·2· fly over.· It is unbelievable.· And that takes a lot

·3· of money, a lot of effort, and it damages our

·4· wetland areas.

·5· · · · · · So to keep everybody out of there,

·6· guardrails would eliminate anybody really driving

·7· into State-covered land or places that they should

·8· not be trespassing.· That's just one thing that I

·9· wanted to say on that.· Thank you, everybody, for

10· coming.· Appreciate it.

11· · · · · · MR. WOLFORD:· Good evening.· My name's

12· Jason Wolford.· I'm with SAST.· We're a nonprofit

13· training organization at Ukumehame Firing Range.

14· We're a nonprofit. We teach firearm safety and

15· training.

16· · · · · · My concern is along with the fires when

17· the range was closed -- people need accesses through

18· that.· So during the construction are we still going

19· to be able to access that?· Because people want to

20· go hunt.· They need to be able to sight rifles in

21· for ethical hunting purposes and things like that.

22· · · · · · If it's shut down another six to eight

23· months during the construction of that, you're just

24· going to have people going other places shooting and

25· as well as being able to take firearms, classes, and
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·1· trainings -- and safety trainings -- which is

·2· required by the State of Hawaii.

·3· · · · · · You're basically going to be locking

·4· people out of access to these constitutional rights

·5· as well if we don't have access to that.

·6· · · · · · And my second question is I understand

·7· they're making it three lanes for finances and

·8· things like that.· What happens when there's an

·9· accident on that elevated roadway?

10· · · · · · Whether there's guardrails and the

11· vehicles are stopped there and people need to get

12· through or -- how are you going to get people off of

13· that?· If there's a fatality we all know the road

14· shuts down here for six to eight hours.

15· · · · · · How are people going to get off of that

16· elevated roadway to be able to at least go one way

17· or the other to get back somewhere else rather than

18· sitting in their cars for six to eight hours?

19· · · · · · MR. FISCHER:· Hello, my name is Van

20· Fischer.· I own six acres in Olowalu right where the

21· wai stream goes up right below where the proposed

22· highway is going to go through.

23· · · · · · Fortunately, the new highway that's

24· proposed barely clips the corner of my property.· So

25· I'm grateful that it misses mine.· But my neighbors
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·1· are not so fortunate.

·2· · · · · · I'm here to ask you to move the

·3· intersection of Luawai and the highway Mauka, like,

·4· 150 feet for a number of reasons.· One, the way that

·5· it hits Luawai Street now is at an angle so it

·6· doesn't create a right-angle intersection.

·7· · · · · · So you're going to have to realign the

·8· side roads as opposed to realign the highway.· If

·9· you just move the proposed highway up about 150 feet

10· it changes the arc of the highway as it comes

11· through.

12· · · · · · And then it hits Luawai Street at a right

13· angle so you have a proper intersection.· That

14· intersection's going to need to be signalized

15· because it's going to be a very busy intersection

16· going down into Olowalu Village.

17· · · · · · Another issue is that on the back of our

18· property lines -- Lot 20 and Lot 19 -- there's a

19· subservice tributary to Mapua Stream.

20· · · · · · And there's an old pumphouse right where

21· you're putting your highway through where if you go

22· down in there you can see there's water flowing

23· under there.· And that is a tributary into Mapua

24· Stream, which runs right through mine and Dave's

25· property just down further.
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·1· · · · · · The rest of Mapua Stream up above is also

·2· subterranean.· But in the section through our

·3· property it's an open stream and there's tons of

·4· life in there.· And we would like to protect it and

·5· enhance it if possible.· And putting the highway

·6· through there is not going to accomplish that.

·7· · · · · · There is a substantial topography

·8· difference between the area where the highway can go

·9· right above Lots 19 and 20 as opposed to below.

10· There's about a 12-foot vertical bank.· And if it

11· were moved up then you wouldn't have to deal with

12· that bank.

13· · · · · · If you do have to deal with the bank,

14· behind my property's going to be a 20-foot-high

15· embankment to support that highway up there.· So for

16· these reasons I'd like to ask that you move it.

17· · · · · · The most important reason probably is that

18· right where you go through Lot 20 there was two

19· parcels there -- A and B -- just on the southside of

20· the wai stream where there was two two-and-a-half-

21· acre parcels there with two local families who are

22· in contract to buy those to build their homes on.

23· · · · · · And now they can't build their homes

24· there.· You're going right through those properties.

25· And all it would take is to move it 150 feet Mauka
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·1· into an open space tract that's already there that

·2· nobody's going to be building on.

·3· · · · · · So I would appreciate it if you would look

·4· into it.· I feel really good.· I spoke with Jamie

·5· about this and I feel like she really understood and

·6· cared about what I was saying.· So I'm hopeful that

·7· you will take this into consideration.· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · MR. NIELSON:· Hello, my name is Nick

·9· Nielson.· I'm a property owner in Ukumehame.· Most

10· of my concerns have been addressed so far so I'm

11· just going to note one concern for us.· We're kind

12· of concerned about the hours of construction -- if

13· there's going to be limits or it's going to be a 24-

14· hour operation and how that noise will be addressed

15· and recorded before and after construction.· Will

16· there be a decibel meter at our location now and

17· that's compared to construction?· That's it.

18· · · · · · MS. KEAHI:· Aloha.· I'm Malihini Keahi.

19· I'm from Lahaina all my life.· You know, my dad was

20· Moon Keahi.· And my father used to help a lot of

21· representatives who were trying to make a change on

22· the west side.

23· · · · · · And the craziest thing was that every time

24· they wanted to add a road something else was coming.

25· So again, you know, I live in Leali'i.· I spoke my
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·1· piece up there.· I think what I'm afraid of more so

·2· is the highway.

·3· · · · · · So you take up more land.· You open up the

·4· highway.· And then you infringe on people in

·5· Olowalu.· Some of them are wanting the changes.· But

·6· you know what?· I think leave Olowalu as peaceful as

·7· it is.

·8· · · · · · It doesn't stop traffic to come into

·9· Lahaina.· Today I had an appointment on the other

10· side.· I came back this way.· Traffic was backed up

11· on the bypass.· And I think the more road you make

12· the more people come.

13· · · · · · And with what Lahaina has just already

14· gone through it's, like, this is too much.· It's

15· just too much.· I think Lahaina, Olowalu needs to be

16· rethink -- I know they were wanting to make a whole

17· village and a whole town.

18· · · · · · That place is sacred.· I think the few

19· people that know about it and the people that have

20· learned about it in this last 20 years is plenty

21· enough.· We need to speak -- we need to share the

22· history of Olowalu, not condemn it because we're

23· going to have more people coming in.

24· · · · · · You know, that area -- it's been sacred

25· for me all my life growing up.· Whenever we were
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·1· gathering with my grandmother there we'd always end

·2· up down by Olowalu Pier and we would spend a week or

·3· a month, especially when my grandparents were alive,

·4· and we'd all gather.

·5· · · · · · Everybody who was from Pu'ukoli'i on this

·6· side of the island -- we'd go to Olowalu.· That is

·7· gone now.· Yeah.· My babies grew up there.· My

·8· grandbabies today -- they don't -- they enjoy it

·9· there because of the feeling and as we grew up

10· there.

11· · · · · · But Olowalu is special.· And those of you

12· that are there, you're very blessed.· And I just

13· feel that this whole highway thing -- and I know

14· progress is progress.· But, like I said, every time

15· we add a road something else is happening.· It gets

16· developed.

17· · · · · · All the work that Tanya did of exposing

18· our history is going to be covered all over again.

19· Maybe not all the areas, but most of it -- of her

20· hard work, of our past.

21· · · · · · And that is today that is going on -- that

22· we get to know of our past, our history.· For our

23· children and our grandchildren and our

24· great-grandchildren -- they'll never see that.· It's

25· going to be covered.· And you add one more road --
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·1· that's not going to help.

·2· · · · · · You know what?· After the fire, traffic

·3· was very little.· People respected and got only on

·4· the bypass through Lahaina and Keawe.· And that got

·5· all messed up, yes.

·6· · · · · · And then we asked these two, "Why couldn't

·7· you do the road Mauka and take it to Honokowai?"· We

·8· said no more money.· But you talk about money.· So

·9· why don't you work on that part?· You know, above --

10· · · · · · MR. KAM:· Three minutes is up.· Please

11· wrap up.

12· · · · · · MS. KEAHI:· So, anyway, I didn't mean to

13· come talk but I had to say something.· And I have my

14· family Naho'oikaikas Olowalu and I was really

15· worried where that road was going to change because

16· they're right above the store.· And that's why I'm

17· here.

18· · · · · · MS. KEELE:· So mahalo to having this in

19· Lahaina.· I think that's really helpful.· I want to

20· recognize that, Director Sniffen, you've done this a

21· couple times now.· So thank you -- coming to the

22· community to have conversations.

23· · · · · · I'm happy to see so many people from the

24· area that we're discussing because I found out about

25· this meeting because I opened my, like, Lahaina
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·1· Strong weekly email today.· So they happened to have

·2· it in there.

·3· · · · · · And so just advertisement wise if there's

·4· something better that you guys could do for future

·5· engagement because our community is really

·6· overwhelmed.· And so we need to have a little bit of

·7· notice so we can plan around things.

·8· · · · · · ·I do want to acknowledge that in the

·9· presentation it looks like someone did realize it

10· since you had these printed because on the boards it

11· does say "a grassy median" and that made me very

12· uncomfortable.· So I want to make sure that we are

13· talking about that as a native plant median and not

14· a grassy of some sort.

15· · · · · · And then just engagement wise, you know,

16· I'm just kind of wondering, like, how you've done it

17· and how much you've done because this is something

18· that, especially on Maui, we've found is that we

19· just -- there just isn't really engagement.

20· · · · · · People say there's engagement and, like,

21· yeah, some people go the meetings but, like, it's

22· always the same groups of us that do.· And I

23· appreciate the explanation of the preferred versus

24· the alternatives.· I think that was really helpful.

25· · · · · · I do think that cultural concerns is very
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·1· -- it's a very significant conversation for us to

·2· have.· You know, we know that there's going to be

·3· Iwi where we're talking about.

·4· · · · · · And so having a plan for that -- because

·5· my understanding is, like, the state law, like,

·6· doesn't exist about it.· Like, you find Iwi and you

·7· stop.· And that's, like, the law.· So, you know,

·8· just being mindful of those kind of things because

·9· we know that's going to happen.

10· · · · · · And then to Dave's point, I really liked

11· the comment about the guardrails.· And I also

12· enjoyed the comment about the passing lanes.

13· · · · · · And I don't know that that's necessarily

14· an option, but I do think that at the very least we

15· should have signs that say, like, pull over to let

16· other cars pass or something because that absolutely

17· happens.· And I think encouraging people to drive

18· faster around isn't great.

19· · · · · · But letting people know, like, "Hey,

20· you're driving too slow -- get out of the way" is,

21· like, very helpful to those in our community who

22· have to commute every day and deal with all these

23· tourists.· And I think that's really it.· Otherwise,

24· everything's been covered.· So mahalo for having

25· this.

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· · · · · · MS. KALUNA-PALAFOX:· Aloha.· Good evening.

·2· My name is Victoria Kaluna-Palafox.· I live in

·3· Ukumehame.· I am and we are Ukumehame restoration

·4· wetlands and restoration of Limu projects working in

·5· Ukumehame.· Also working with Olowalu.

·6· · · · · · We pray that we connect with our ohanas

·7· here in Lahaina so that we can continue the growth

·8· of Limu to renourish our oceans again and to protect

·9· our wetlands.· And with that, Ukumehame for many,

10· many years has been very dry.· The wetlands has had

11· no life until a couple years ago.

12· · · · · · If you go to Pohaku Aeko Street there's,

13· like, a culvert they made.· Over there it used to be

14· all dry.· The only time that wetlands used to fill

15· up is when the rains used to come and a little

16· seepage from the ocean floor.

17· · · · · · Today in that culvert there's water in

18· there and there's fishes.· There is life right where

19· you're thinking of putting that highway.· I ask you

20· not to do it.

21· · · · · · I ask you to go ahead, bring your

22· scientists, and check our 'Aina Ukumehame because

23· it's coming alive again.· There is fishes where you

24· wouldn't think there is fishes.· There are water

25· pools in Ukumehame where there weren't water pools.
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·1· It is starting to show us.

·2· · · · · · There was one developer -- and the only

·3· developer back there -- he tried to help the

·4· community by building eight cottages.· In order to

·5· get their cottages built he covered up a wetland

·6· pool and put the eight houses on it.

·7· · · · · · My question to you -- how are you going to

·8· run your highway?· With a big berm or are you doing

·9· dry pipe?· If it is dry pipe I am against dry pipe

10· because the wetlands are important for us,

11· especially at this time.

12· · · · · · We need to start concentrating on growing

13· food for our people.· And this is where it should be

14· -- Ukumehame Olowalu -- the largest land in Lahaina.

15· Open, barren, good 'Aina for grow food.

16· · · · · · The other part that I am very concerned

17· about is all the wetland pools.· There's a special

18· one that I talked to Tanya and I talked to Pua

19· today.· It was always kept within the Kupuna's,

20· Mana', and Mo'olelo.· We have not shared that space

21· yet.

22· · · · · · As Olowalu has a cave up in the valley

23· filled with water and that land belonged to the

24· Nahina and Ho'oikaika's, today Peter Martin wants to

25· funnel that water out.
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·1· · · · · · Ukumehame is the same.· It is a land of

·2· food growth.· We need to look into that history.

·3· The wetlands of Ukumehame starts from the pipe and

·4· it comes almost all the way to the river.

·5· · · · · · The reason why I'm saying almost to the

·6· river is because the river's water flow comes within

·7· that passage so the wetlands could stop at one

·8· certain point.· Again --

·9· · · · · · MR. KAM:· Your three minutes --

10· · · · · · MS. KALUNA-PALAFOX:· Yeah.· Again I will

11· repeat -- many years from the time of the first

12· development that area was all wet.· Within the last

13· year or so water has been seeping under the road.

14· Kane has found his way, therefore bringing the

15· fishes back to where they was in time past.· I thank

16· you very much for the time.

17· · · · · · MS. MAGALLANES:· Aloha mai kakou.· My name

18· is Linda Nahina Magallanes.· I'm an original

19· descendant of Olowalu -- my biggest concern.· I know

20· a lot of culture is significant in that area.

21· · · · · · I had asked about cutting down the trees

22· through Olowalu -- the tunnel trees.· I was told

23· they cannot.· Why?· You protect the trees but you're

24· not protecting the cultural significance of Olowalu.

25· · · · · · Every bit of Olowalu is significant
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·1· culturally.· I know that because I'm also from

·2· Olowalu with the connection of my ohana Naho'oikaika

·3· and Keao.· I used to live where the farm is right

·4· now that -- by the highway -- that coconut farm and

·5· butterfly -- I lived there until we moved into

·6· Lahaina.

·7· · · · · · But my biggest concern is if you put the

·8· road up higher what about the heiau on the top?

·9· That heiau is still going strong.· There's also Pu'u

10· Kilea, which is -- our Kupunas are buried on top.

11· You're going to put one highway through that.

12· · · · · · You have Awalua, which is the outskirt of

13· Olowalu on the Lahaina side.· Then you've got

14· Kapa'i, which is on the Wahikuli side of Olowalu.

15· So also these places need to be named correctly.

16· Not -- Kapa'i is not Olowalu.· That's Kapa'i.

17· · · · · · I said this in many meetings.· I came to

18· many meetings.· I also was on you guys' Zoom meeting

19· and somebody said they was going to get back to me

20· and to today never got back.

21· · · · · · It really disappoints me because nobody

22· listened because it's all about the road.· If you

23· cut the trees down, you got one road there.· Use the

24· old cane haul road.· What's so hard about that?

25· · · · · · Instead of going up -- because even on the
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·1· cane haul there's -- the cane road to the regular

·2· road has cemetery on the left.· Check West Maui Land

·3· EIS and put that together with your EIS.· Something

·4· will go right.· That's all I got to say.

·5· · · · · · I'm kind of angry and I'm sorry by coming

·6· out like this.· But nobody listening to the people

·7· who from here of Maui, of Lahaina, in Olowalu.· I'm

·8· very upset because nobody listens.· They're just

·9· doing what they like, put roads where they like, but

10· not listening to the people -- listening to the

11· money.· Thank you.

12· · · · · · MR. KALUNA-PALAFOX:· I'm from Ukumehame

13· We're the first ones that you guys gonna plow

14· through, you know, and come into our kuleana.

15· That's like taking a part of our livelihood.· Even

16· through how much you guys coming through, but you

17· still coming through our kuleana.· It was two

18· generations.

19· · · · · · For me hard because now we feel like we

20· are losing out again, you know, the kanaka -- always

21· the ones to lose all their -- especially for a

22· generation.· You know, how much more the kanaka

23· people got to lose?

24· · · · · · You know, it's already there.· It's

25· already stated.· We're impacted.· Land Commission
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·1· awards but they no accept one TMK over that.· You

·2· know, we become a loser again.· You know, we

·3· suffering already with what we get.

·4· · · · · · We see all our beaches being destroyed,

·5· being used as recreation.· Ukumehame is a

·6· recreational park.· Outsiders come do surf lessons

·7· and the instructor is just as White as the person

·8· that came off of the plane.

·9· · · · · · You know, I could see with a local, but

10· no.· So our land is being used as a recreation.

11· Economy.· You can make money.· What about the people

12· that already is suffering -- all the kanaka?· You

13· got to fight for Lahaina.

14· · · · · · How is that?· My wife -- generations, two

15· generations.· How come she got to fight just to stay

16· on our land?· Plenty kanaka kawai got to fight for

17· our land.· We already fighting for our water so we

18· can make money.

19· · · · · · The hotels, the greedy ones, sucking all

20· up the water.· But the people suffer with 20 percent

21· of water.· How is that?· Even the kanaka -- they get

22· first rights automatic -- first rights no questions

23· asked.· They get the right for the water, for the

24· 'Aina.

25· · · · · · You cannot just come through and think you
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·1· own and just plow through all our cultural sites or

·2· our wetlands or the river and life.· I mean, I'm

·3· pure Filipino. My dad came from the Philippines.· My

·4· mom born here.

·5· · · · · · But my heart is so kanaka.· And I cry

·6· about all of that because I know all these kanakas

·7· out here is suffering.· They're suffering.· You

·8· know, I know it's hard for me.· I got to see all

·9· this with my own eyes.

10· · · · · · I mean, I'm 66 years old.· I watch Maui

11· from when I was born in to today how things look is

12· all messed up.· You know, I sorry.· But the County

13· and the State -- they making it more kapulu.· You

14· come with the machine, plow any kind, don't even --

15· you, sorry, but half-ass -- kapulu.

16· · · · · · MR. KAM:· That's about time.

17· · · · · · MR. KALUNA-PALAFOX:· I'm sorry.· But

18· mahalo.· I hope they will get to you guys.· You

19· know, you guys -- we the first families.· You guys

20· coming through -- you know, I'm sorry.· I no like

21· you guys come through my property and my -- it's not

22· my property, my kuleana.

23· · · · · · And my great-great-grandkids behind me --

24· I'd like them live the same life as me.· So fix the

25· old highway.· You guys will save a lot more money by
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·1· just fixing it.· Mahalo.

·2· · · · · · MS. FELICE:· You kind of just, I guess,

·3· nipped it in the bud by saying that you're not going

·4· to build a highway up north because we don't have

·5· the funding.· Right?· But we need another way out of

·6· Lahaina.· If you were here during the fire you would

·7· understand.

·8· · · · · · (Public comments concluded.)
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		8						LN		1		7		false		         7				false

		9						LN		1		8		false		         8				false

		10						LN		1		9		false		         9              PUBLIC HEARING PRESENTATION:				false

		11						LN		1		10		false		        10          DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT				false

		12						LN		1		11		false		        11				false

		13						LN		1		12		false		        12				false

		14						LN		1		13		false		        13                         HELD ON				false

		15						LN		1		14		false		        14               THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025				false

		16						LN		1		15		false		        15                        5:00 P.M.				false

		17						LN		1		16		false		        16				false

		18						LN		1		17		false		        17				false

		19						LN		1		18		false		        18                         HELD AT				false

		20						LN		1		19		false		        19                 LAHAINALUNA HIGH SCHOOL				false

		21						LN		1		20		false		        20                  980 LAHAINALUNA ROAD				false

		22						LN		1		21		false		        21                  LAHAINA, HAWAII 96761				false

		23						LN		1		22		false		        22				false

		24						LN		1		23		false		        23				false

		25						LN		1		24		false		        24				false

		26						LN		1		25		false		        25				false

		27						PG		2		0		false		page 2				false

		28						LN		2		1		false		         1              PUBLIC HEARING PRESENTATION:				false

		29						LN		2		2		false		         2          DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT				false

		30						LN		2		3		false		         3                     PUBLIC COMMENTS				false

		31						LN		2		4		false		         4                        TAKEN ON				false

		32						LN		2		5		false		         5               THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025				false

		33						LN		2		6		false		         6                        5:00 P.M.				false

		34						LN		2		7		false		         7				false

		35						LN		2		8		false		         8            MR. KAM:  My name is Allen Kam.  I'm from				false

		36						LN		2		9		false		         9  WSP.  We're really happy to see you all here				false

		37						LN		2		10		false		        10  tonight.  Happy to see you guys enjoying the open				false

		38						LN		2		11		false		        11  house.  We're going to have that open until about				false

		39						LN		2		12		false		        12  6:00 p.m.  We're going to start to have a little				false

		40						LN		2		13		false		        13  presentation at 6:00 p.m.  In the meantime please go				false

		41						LN		2		14		false		        14  and check out all the information that's over here.				false

		42						LN		2		15		false		        15            (Public Comments:)				false

		43						LN		2		16		false		        16            MS. EMMERICH:  Hi, my name's Kellee				false

		44						LN		2		17		false		        17  Emmerich.  I have been a Lahaina resident for almost				false

		45						LN		2		18		false		        18  40 years.  We owned a home on Lahainaluna Road.  And				false

		46						LN		2		19		false		        19  during the Lahaina Fire we lost our home.  One of my				false

		47						LN		2		20		false		        20  children, my daughter, and her family also lost				false

		48						LN		2		21		false		        21  their home in Wahikuli.				false

		49						LN		2		22		false		        22            And after living in -- at the Hyatt for				false

		50						LN		2		23		false		        23  eight months we were -- it was very healing to move				false

		51						LN		2		24		false		        24  to Ukumehame.  We bought a property in Ukumehame.				false

		52						LN		2		25		false		        25  And we put two tiny houses there, which we are				false

		53						PG		3		0		false		page 3				false

		54						LN		3		1		false		         1  farming now.  We have chickens.  We planted over 20				false

		55						LN		3		2		false		         2  trees.  And we have a barn that we're going to be				false

		56						LN		3		3		false		         3  building.				false

		57						LN		3		4		false		         4            And so it would be very inconvenient and				false

		58						LN		3		5		false		         5  disappointing if -- the higher up the highway was,				false

		59						LN		3		6		false		         6  it would be possibly affecting our property.  And so				false

		60						LN		3		7		false		         7  my request is that it goes as low as possible				false

		61						LN		3		8		false		         8  through County land rather than through the resident				false

		62						LN		3		9		false		         9  -- or the residential areas or the agricultural				false

		63						LN		3		10		false		        10  areas or, yeah, private property.				false

		64						LN		3		11		false		        11            I'm concerned also about the noise from				false

		65						LN		3		12		false		        12  the road noise.  The closer up it comes to the --				false

		66						LN		3		13		false		        13  where the people are living.  So my request is that				false

		67						LN		3		14		false		        14  it would just stay as low as possible on the				false

		68						LN		3		15		false		        15  highway.  I think that's it.				false

		69						LN		3		16		false		        16            THE REPORTER:  First and last name again?				false

		70						LN		3		17		false		        17            MR. EMMERICH:  Brad Emmerich.				false

		71						LN		3		18		false		        18            THE REPORTER:  Okay.  Ready when you are.				false

		72						LN		3		19		false		        19            MR. EMMERICH:  So after the fire I				false

		73						LN		3		20		false		        20  realized that this is going to be something that				false

		74						LN		3		21		false		        21  takes a long time.  And so I needed to find a house				false

		75						LN		3		22		false		        22  or something -- a place for my family to live.  So				false

		76						LN		3		23		false		        23  that's when we lived at property there in Ukumehame.				false

		77						LN		3		24		false		        24            I originally was trying to find a friend				false

		78						LN		3		25		false		        25  or something like that or somebody that was wanting				false

		79						PG		4		0		false		page 4				false

		80						LN		4		1		false		         1  to allow me to put a -- either a mobile home or				false

		81						LN		4		2		false		         2  something on their property.				false

		82						LN		4		3		false		         3            That's when somebody said, "Well, why				false

		83						LN		4		4		false		         4  don't you just look at the ones there in Ukumehame?"				false

		84						LN		4		5		false		         5  Which we had looked at earlier in the year but it				false

		85						LN		4		6		false		         6  was out of our ability.				false

		86						LN		4		7		false		         7            Anyway, to make a long story short, so				false

		87						LN		4		8		false		         8  after the fire I realized it was going to take a				false

		88						LN		4		9		false		         9  long time before we could rebuild.  So we went and				false

		89						LN		4		10		false		        10  found something there in Ukumehame.				false

		90						LN		4		11		false		        11            And, like Kellee was saying, we were at				false

		91						LN		4		12		false		        12  the Hyatt for eight months.  So while we were there				false

		92						LN		4		13		false		        13  we were working hard at trying to build something in				false

		93						LN		4		14		false		        14  Ukumehame.  But it was difficult getting through all				false

		94						LN		4		15		false		        15  the process.				false

		95						LN		4		16		false		        16            At any rate, now that we're there, of				false

		96						LN		4		17		false		        17  course, we really like the property and so we're				false

		97						LN		4		18		false		        18  more invested in what happens as far as the road is				false

		98						LN		4		19		false		        19  concerned.  And there is property below us -- the				false

		99						LN		4		20		false		        20  property that's next to the highway that is all				false

		100						LN		4		21		false		        21  County property.				false

		101						LN		4		22		false		        22            And there are no trespassing signs all				false

		102						LN		4		23		false		        23  over.  But of course people have moved in there and,				false

		103						LN		4		24		false		        24  you know, they put up homesteads really -- gates and				false

		104						LN		4		25		false		        25  fences and right next to the "no trespassing" signs.				false

		105						PG		5		0		false		page 5				false

		106						LN		5		1		false		         1  But it just -- it makes sense to me that the State				false

		107						LN		5		2		false		         2  would put the highway there at the County property				false

		108						LN		5		3		false		         3  at the bottom of Ukumehame development.				false

		109						LN		5		4		false		         4            And then my other concern was the noise				false

		110						LN		5		5		false		         5  mitigation -- if there was a way that they could --				false

		111						LN		5		6		false		         6  they would certainly -- my hope would be they would				false

		112						LN		5		7		false		         7  consider that because right now we can hear the				false

		113						LN		5		8		false		         8  highway noise.				false

		114						LN		5		9		false		         9            But when we go inside, you know, then at				false

		115						LN		5		10		false		        10  least you can't hear it when you're inside.  But if				false

		116						LN		5		11		false		        11  the highway was closer it gets louder.  And so my				false

		117						LN		5		12		false		        12  hope would be that they would take that into				false

		118						LN		5		13		false		        13  consideration also since we are a resident -- that				false

		119						LN		5		14		false		        14  they would do something to try to mitigate the noise				false

		120						LN		5		15		false		        15  -- lessen the noise.  That's it.				false

		121						LN		5		16		false		        16            THE REPORTER:  Perfect.  Thank you.				false

		122						LN		5		17		false		        17            (Break in audio.)				false

		123						LN		5		18		false		        18            MR. ISHII:  Hi, my name is Raymond Ishii.				false

		124						LN		5		19		false		        19  Is this thing on?  Okay.  I'm the president of the				false

		125						LN		5		20		false		        20  Valley Isle Sports Shooters Club, which is the				false

		126						LN		5		21		false		        21  oldest and largest user of Ukumehame Firing Range.				false

		127						LN		5		22		false		        22            While I fully support moving the existing				false

		128						LN		5		23		false		        23  highway, in that there are a number of concerns I				false

		129						LN		5		24		false		        24  have.  The roads appear to run parallel to fire				false

		130						LN		5		25		false		        25  lines, which we are very grateful for, although				false

		131						PG		6		0		false		page 6				false

		132						LN		6		1		false		         1  there is a couple routes that were uncomfortably				false

		133						LN		6		2		false		         2  close.  But my understanding is that's going to				false

		134						LN		6		3		false		         3  change.				false

		135						LN		6		4		false		         4            The questions I have is right now to				false

		136						LN		6		5		false		         5  access the range and the Papalaua Wayside Park we				false

		137						LN		6		6		false		         6  have to drive past the range via the Viaduct exit to				false

		138						LN		6		7		false		         7  the Ukumehame subdivision, then backtrack on the				false

		139						LN		6		8		false		         8  existing highway.				false

		140						LN		6		9		false		         9            The question I had, which was actually				false

		141						LN		6		10		false		        10  answered, was is the State going to maintain that				false

		142						LN		6		11		false		        11  highway to a correct standard where you can actually				false

		143						LN		6		12		false		        12  drive on it.  And I was told that's going to be				false

		144						LN		6		13		false		        13  turned over to the County.  So that's a County				false

		145						LN		6		14		false		        14  question now.				false

		146						LN		6		15		false		        15            Because that section of road -- if				false

		147						LN		6		16		false		        16  anybody's driven it -- is probably going to fall in				false

		148						LN		6		17		false		        17  the ocean pretty soon.  Because if you look every so				false

		149						LN		6		18		false		        18  often you'll see the -- basically the ocean				false

		150						LN		6		19		false		        19  undercutting the existing jersey barriers.  So the				false

		151						LN		6		20		false		        20  question I have is, number one, is that road going				false

		152						LN		6		21		false		        21  to be maintained?				false

		153						LN		6		22		false		        22            The second question I have -- to avoid				false

		154						LN		6		23		false		        23  that, prior on the left side of the bypass would it				false

		155						LN		6		24		false		        24  be possible to just simply restripe existing road				false

		156						LN		6		25		false		        25  and put in a turn lane so we can get direct access				false

		157						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		158						LN		7		1		false		         1  and not have to basically bypass everything?  That				false

		159						LN		7		2		false		         2  will give access to both the range and the beach				false

		160						LN		7		3		false		         3  park.  Then, going back the other way, a merge lane.				false

		161						LN		7		4		false		         4            My understanding is a viaduct is going to				false

		162						LN		7		5		false		         5  be 25 feet high, which is good so emergency vehicles				false

		163						LN		7		6		false		         6  can go under it.  But the other question we had was				false

		164						LN		7		7		false		         7  during construction will people be allowed access				false

		165						LN		7		8		false		         8  basically to the range because they're going to				false

		166						LN		7		9		false		         9  build the viaduct over the existing road?  And				false

		167						LN		7		10		false		        10  that's it for the range.				false

		168						LN		7		11		false		        11            I have one comment though as far as the				false

		169						LN		7		12		false		        12  highway itself -- if there's any thought about				false

		170						LN		7		13		false		        13  putting protected passing lanes on that highway?				false

		171						LN		7		14		false		        14  Because if anybody's driven it, what happens is you				false

		172						LN		7		15		false		        15  get behind somebody going 20, 30 miles an hour and				false

		173						LN		7		16		false		        16  you got a line of cars, you know, half mile, mile				false

		174						LN		7		17		false		        17  long.				false

		175						LN		7		18		false		        18            Then you get one guy ten cars back who's				false

		176						LN		7		19		false		        19  late for work and he's going to start passing				false

		177						LN		7		20		false		        20  people.  So has there been any thought about putting				false

		178						LN		7		21		false		        21  passing lanes on that highway?  Not the whole thing				false

		179						LN		7		22		false		        22  but just intermittently to let people around slow				false

		180						LN		7		23		false		        23  people.  That's all I got.				false

		181						LN		7		24		false		        24            MR. KAM:  Mahalo, Mr. Ishii.				false

		182						LN		7		25		false		        25            Mr. McPherson?				false

		183						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		184						LN		8		1		false		         1            MR. MCPHERSON:  Hi, my name is David				false

		185						LN		8		2		false		         2  McPherson.  I live in Kipuka Village.  Most people				false

		186						LN		8		3		false		         3  know it as Olowalu Village.  I've been there for				false

		187						LN		8		4		false		         4  about ten years with my family.				false

		188						LN		8		5		false		         5            As we look at the alternate routes, it				false

		189						LN		8		6		false		         6  seems -- and I would like to see it go a little bit				false

		190						LN		8		7		false		         7  higher away from the homes.  There's a lot more				false

		191						LN		8		8		false		         8  space Mauka.  Hopefully there's no park sites or				false

		192						LN		8		9		false		         9  anything that would be -- that would hinder that to				false

		193						LN		8		10		false		        10  be pushed further away from our homes.				false

		194						LN		8		11		false		        11            We have a small little village there.  And				false

		195						LN		8		12		false		        12  it seems like it goes, you know, fairly close.  So				false

		196						LN		8		13		false		        13  that's one thing that I would really like to see				false

		197						LN		8		14		false		        14  happen is that it would be pushed further away from				false

		198						LN		8		15		false		        15  our homes for the noise.				false

		199						LN		8		16		false		        16            And second of all, for the design team, if				false

		200						LN		8		17		false		        17  you thought about putting guardrails up -- I know				false

		201						LN		8		18		false		        18  guardrails are to stop cars when there's no other				false

		202						LN		8		19		false		        19  runways that they can slow down.				false

		203						LN		8		20		false		        20            But guardrails keep vagrants out of State-				false

		204						LN		8		21		false		        21  covered lands.  And that's a really -- putting				false

		205						LN		8		22		false		        22  guardrails up would save our County and State				false

		206						LN		8		23		false		        23  dollars in not having to clean up cars.				false

		207						LN		8		24		false		        24            I mean, if you do the stretch from Olowalu				false

		208						LN		8		25		false		        25  to Ukumehame you're going to see cars littered up				false

		209						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		210						LN		9		1		false		         1  there, especially if you take a helicopter and you				false

		211						LN		9		2		false		         2  fly over.  It is unbelievable.  And that takes a lot				false

		212						LN		9		3		false		         3  of money, a lot of effort, and it damages our				false

		213						LN		9		4		false		         4  wetland areas.				false

		214						LN		9		5		false		         5            So to keep everybody out of there,				false

		215						LN		9		6		false		         6  guardrails would eliminate anybody really driving				false

		216						LN		9		7		false		         7  into State-covered land or places that they should				false

		217						LN		9		8		false		         8  not be trespassing.  That's just one thing that I				false

		218						LN		9		9		false		         9  wanted to say on that.  Thank you, everybody, for				false

		219						LN		9		10		false		        10  coming.  Appreciate it.				false

		220						LN		9		11		false		        11            MR. WOLFORD:  Good evening.  My name's				false

		221						LN		9		12		false		        12  Jason Wolford.  I'm with SAST.  We're a nonprofit				false

		222						LN		9		13		false		        13  training organization at Ukumehame Firing Range.				false

		223						LN		9		14		false		        14  We're a nonprofit. We teach firearm safety and				false

		224						LN		9		15		false		        15  training.				false

		225						LN		9		16		false		        16            My concern is along with the fires when				false

		226						LN		9		17		false		        17  the range was closed -- people need accesses through				false

		227						LN		9		18		false		        18  that.  So during the construction are we still going				false

		228						LN		9		19		false		        19  to be able to access that?  Because people want to				false

		229						LN		9		20		false		        20  go hunt.  They need to be able to sight rifles in				false

		230						LN		9		21		false		        21  for ethical hunting purposes and things like that.				false

		231						LN		9		22		false		        22            If it's shut down another six to eight				false

		232						LN		9		23		false		        23  months during the construction of that, you're just				false

		233						LN		9		24		false		        24  going to have people going other places shooting and				false

		234						LN		9		25		false		        25  as well as being able to take firearms, classes, and				false

		235						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		236						LN		10		1		false		         1  trainings -- and safety trainings -- which is				false

		237						LN		10		2		false		         2  required by the State of Hawaii.				false

		238						LN		10		3		false		         3            You're basically going to be locking				false

		239						LN		10		4		false		         4  people out of access to these constitutional rights				false

		240						LN		10		5		false		         5  as well if we don't have access to that.				false

		241						LN		10		6		false		         6            And my second question is I understand				false

		242						LN		10		7		false		         7  they're making it three lanes for finances and				false

		243						LN		10		8		false		         8  things like that.  What happens when there's an				false

		244						LN		10		9		false		         9  accident on that elevated roadway?				false

		245						LN		10		10		false		        10            Whether there's guardrails and the				false

		246						LN		10		11		false		        11  vehicles are stopped there and people need to get				false

		247						LN		10		12		false		        12  through or -- how are you going to get people off of				false

		248						LN		10		13		false		        13  that?  If there's a fatality we all know the road				false

		249						LN		10		14		false		        14  shuts down here for six to eight hours.				false

		250						LN		10		15		false		        15            How are people going to get off of that				false

		251						LN		10		16		false		        16  elevated roadway to be able to at least go one way				false

		252						LN		10		17		false		        17  or the other to get back somewhere else rather than				false

		253						LN		10		18		false		        18  sitting in their cars for six to eight hours?				false

		254						LN		10		19		false		        19            MR. FISCHER:  Hello, my name is Van				false

		255						LN		10		20		false		        20  Fischer.  I own six acres in Olowalu right where the				false

		256						LN		10		21		false		        21  wai stream goes up right below where the proposed				false

		257						LN		10		22		false		        22  highway is going to go through.				false

		258						LN		10		23		false		        23            Fortunately, the new highway that's				false

		259						LN		10		24		false		        24  proposed barely clips the corner of my property.  So				false

		260						LN		10		25		false		        25  I'm grateful that it misses mine.  But my neighbors				false

		261						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		262						LN		11		1		false		         1  are not so fortunate.				false

		263						LN		11		2		false		         2            I'm here to ask you to move the				false

		264						LN		11		3		false		         3  intersection of Luawai and the highway Mauka, like,				false

		265						LN		11		4		false		         4  150 feet for a number of reasons.  One, the way that				false

		266						LN		11		5		false		         5  it hits Luawai Street now is at an angle so it				false

		267						LN		11		6		false		         6  doesn't create a right-angle intersection.				false

		268						LN		11		7		false		         7            So you're going to have to realign the				false

		269						LN		11		8		false		         8  side roads as opposed to realign the highway.  If				false

		270						LN		11		9		false		         9  you just move the proposed highway up about 150 feet				false

		271						LN		11		10		false		        10  it changes the arc of the highway as it comes				false

		272						LN		11		11		false		        11  through.				false

		273						LN		11		12		false		        12            And then it hits Luawai Street at a right				false

		274						LN		11		13		false		        13  angle so you have a proper intersection.  That				false

		275						LN		11		14		false		        14  intersection's going to need to be signalized				false

		276						LN		11		15		false		        15  because it's going to be a very busy intersection				false

		277						LN		11		16		false		        16  going down into Olowalu Village.				false

		278						LN		11		17		false		        17            Another issue is that on the back of our				false

		279						LN		11		18		false		        18  property lines -- Lot 20 and Lot 19 -- there's a				false

		280						LN		11		19		false		        19  subservice tributary to Mapua Stream.				false

		281						LN		11		20		false		        20            And there's an old pumphouse right where				false

		282						LN		11		21		false		        21  you're putting your highway through where if you go				false

		283						LN		11		22		false		        22  down in there you can see there's water flowing				false

		284						LN		11		23		false		        23  under there.  And that is a tributary into Mapua				false

		285						LN		11		24		false		        24  Stream, which runs right through mine and Dave's				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		        25  property just down further.				false

		287						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		288						LN		12		1		false		         1            The rest of Mapua Stream up above is also				false

		289						LN		12		2		false		         2  subterranean.  But in the section through our				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		         3  property it's an open stream and there's tons of				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		         4  life in there.  And we would like to protect it and				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		         5  enhance it if possible.  And putting the highway				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		         6  through there is not going to accomplish that.				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		         7            There is a substantial topography				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		         8  difference between the area where the highway can go				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		         9  right above Lots 19 and 20 as opposed to below.				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		        10  There's about a 12-foot vertical bank.  And if it				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		        11  were moved up then you wouldn't have to deal with				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		        12  that bank.				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		        13            If you do have to deal with the bank,				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		        14  behind my property's going to be a 20-foot-high				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		        15  embankment to support that highway up there.  So for				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		        16  these reasons I'd like to ask that you move it.				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		        17            The most important reason probably is that				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		        18  right where you go through Lot 20 there was two				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		        19  parcels there -- A and B -- just on the southside of				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		        20  the wai stream where there was two two-and-a-half-				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		        21  acre parcels there with two local families who are				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		        22  in contract to buy those to build their homes on.				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		        23            And now they can't build their homes				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		        24  there.  You're going right through those properties.				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		        25  And all it would take is to move it 150 feet Mauka				false

		313						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		314						LN		13		1		false		         1  into an open space tract that's already there that				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		         2  nobody's going to be building on.				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		         3            So I would appreciate it if you would look				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		         4  into it.  I feel really good.  I spoke with Jamie				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		         5  about this and I feel like she really understood and				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		         6  cared about what I was saying.  So I'm hopeful that				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		         7  you will take this into consideration.  Thank you.				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		         8            MR. NIELSON:  Hello, my name is Nick				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		         9  Nielson.  I'm a property owner in Ukumehame.  Most				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		        10  of my concerns have been addressed so far so I'm				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		        11  just going to note one concern for us.  We're kind				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		        12  of concerned about the hours of construction -- if				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		        13  there's going to be limits or it's going to be a 24-				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		        14  hour operation and how that noise will be addressed				false

		328						LN		13		15		false		        15  and recorded before and after construction.  Will				false

		329						LN		13		16		false		        16  there be a decibel meter at our location now and				false

		330						LN		13		17		false		        17  that's compared to construction?  That's it.				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		        18            MS. KEAHI:  Aloha.  I'm Malihini Keahi.				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		        19  I'm from Lahaina all my life.  You know, my dad was				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		        20  Moon Keahi.  And my father used to help a lot of				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		        21  representatives who were trying to make a change on				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		        22  the west side.				false

		336						LN		13		23		false		        23            And the craziest thing was that every time				false

		337						LN		13		24		false		        24  they wanted to add a road something else was coming.				false

		338						LN		13		25		false		        25  So again, you know, I live in Leali'i.  I spoke my				false

		339						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		340						LN		14		1		false		         1  piece up there.  I think what I'm afraid of more so				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		         2  is the highway.				false

		342						LN		14		3		false		         3            So you take up more land.  You open up the				false

		343						LN		14		4		false		         4  highway.  And then you infringe on people in				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		         5  Olowalu.  Some of them are wanting the changes.  But				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		         6  you know what?  I think leave Olowalu as peaceful as				false

		346						LN		14		7		false		         7  it is.				false

		347						LN		14		8		false		         8            It doesn't stop traffic to come into				false

		348						LN		14		9		false		         9  Lahaina.  Today I had an appointment on the other				false

		349						LN		14		10		false		        10  side.  I came back this way.  Traffic was backed up				false

		350						LN		14		11		false		        11  on the bypass.  And I think the more road you make				false

		351						LN		14		12		false		        12  the more people come.				false

		352						LN		14		13		false		        13            And with what Lahaina has just already				false

		353						LN		14		14		false		        14  gone through it's, like, this is too much.  It's				false

		354						LN		14		15		false		        15  just too much.  I think Lahaina, Olowalu needs to be				false

		355						LN		14		16		false		        16  rethink -- I know they were wanting to make a whole				false

		356						LN		14		17		false		        17  village and a whole town.				false

		357						LN		14		18		false		        18            That place is sacred.  I think the few				false

		358						LN		14		19		false		        19  people that know about it and the people that have				false

		359						LN		14		20		false		        20  learned about it in this last 20 years is plenty				false

		360						LN		14		21		false		        21  enough.  We need to speak -- we need to share the				false

		361						LN		14		22		false		        22  history of Olowalu, not condemn it because we're				false

		362						LN		14		23		false		        23  going to have more people coming in.				false

		363						LN		14		24		false		        24            You know, that area -- it's been sacred				false

		364						LN		14		25		false		        25  for me all my life growing up.  Whenever we were				false

		365						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		366						LN		15		1		false		         1  gathering with my grandmother there we'd always end				false

		367						LN		15		2		false		         2  up down by Olowalu Pier and we would spend a week or				false

		368						LN		15		3		false		         3  a month, especially when my grandparents were alive,				false

		369						LN		15		4		false		         4  and we'd all gather.				false

		370						LN		15		5		false		         5            Everybody who was from Pu'ukoli'i on this				false

		371						LN		15		6		false		         6  side of the island -- we'd go to Olowalu.  That is				false

		372						LN		15		7		false		         7  gone now.  Yeah.  My babies grew up there.  My				false

		373						LN		15		8		false		         8  grandbabies today -- they don't -- they enjoy it				false

		374						LN		15		9		false		         9  there because of the feeling and as we grew up				false

		375						LN		15		10		false		        10  there.				false

		376						LN		15		11		false		        11            But Olowalu is special.  And those of you				false

		377						LN		15		12		false		        12  that are there, you're very blessed.  And I just				false

		378						LN		15		13		false		        13  feel that this whole highway thing -- and I know				false

		379						LN		15		14		false		        14  progress is progress.  But, like I said, every time				false

		380						LN		15		15		false		        15  we add a road something else is happening.  It gets				false

		381						LN		15		16		false		        16  developed.				false

		382						LN		15		17		false		        17            All the work that Tanya did of exposing				false

		383						LN		15		18		false		        18  our history is going to be covered all over again.				false

		384						LN		15		19		false		        19  Maybe not all the areas, but most of it -- of her				false

		385						LN		15		20		false		        20  hard work, of our past.				false

		386						LN		15		21		false		        21            And that is today that is going on -- that				false

		387						LN		15		22		false		        22  we get to know of our past, our history.  For our				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		        23  children and our grandchildren and our				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		        24  great-grandchildren -- they'll never see that.  It's				false

		390						LN		15		25		false		        25  going to be covered.  And you add one more road --				false

		391						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		392						LN		16		1		false		         1  that's not going to help.				false

		393						LN		16		2		false		         2            You know what?  After the fire, traffic				false

		394						LN		16		3		false		         3  was very little.  People respected and got only on				false

		395						LN		16		4		false		         4  the bypass through Lahaina and Keawe.  And that got				false

		396						LN		16		5		false		         5  all messed up, yes.				false

		397						LN		16		6		false		         6            And then we asked these two, "Why couldn't				false

		398						LN		16		7		false		         7  you do the road Mauka and take it to Honokowai?"  We				false

		399						LN		16		8		false		         8  said no more money.  But you talk about money.  So				false

		400						LN		16		9		false		         9  why don't you work on that part?  You know, above --				false

		401						LN		16		10		false		        10            MR. KAM:  Three minutes is up.  Please				false

		402						LN		16		11		false		        11  wrap up.				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		        12            MS. KEAHI:  So, anyway, I didn't mean to				false

		404						LN		16		13		false		        13  come talk but I had to say something.  And I have my				false

		405						LN		16		14		false		        14  family Naho'oikaikas Olowalu and I was really				false

		406						LN		16		15		false		        15  worried where that road was going to change because				false

		407						LN		16		16		false		        16  they're right above the store.  And that's why I'm				false

		408						LN		16		17		false		        17  here.				false

		409						LN		16		18		false		        18            MS. KEELE:  So mahalo to having this in				false

		410						LN		16		19		false		        19  Lahaina.  I think that's really helpful.  I want to				false

		411						LN		16		20		false		        20  recognize that, Director Sniffen, you've done this a				false

		412						LN		16		21		false		        21  couple times now.  So thank you -- coming to the				false

		413						LN		16		22		false		        22  community to have conversations.				false

		414						LN		16		23		false		        23            I'm happy to see so many people from the				false

		415						LN		16		24		false		        24  area that we're discussing because I found out about				false

		416						LN		16		25		false		        25  this meeting because I opened my, like, Lahaina				false

		417						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		418						LN		17		1		false		         1  Strong weekly email today.  So they happened to have				false

		419						LN		17		2		false		         2  it in there.				false

		420						LN		17		3		false		         3            And so just advertisement wise if there's				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		         4  something better that you guys could do for future				false

		422						LN		17		5		false		         5  engagement because our community is really				false

		423						LN		17		6		false		         6  overwhelmed.  And so we need to have a little bit of				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		         7  notice so we can plan around things.				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		         8             I do want to acknowledge that in the				false

		426						LN		17		9		false		         9  presentation it looks like someone did realize it				false

		427						LN		17		10		false		        10  since you had these printed because on the boards it				false

		428						LN		17		11		false		        11  does say "a grassy median" and that made me very				false

		429						LN		17		12		false		        12  uncomfortable.  So I want to make sure that we are				false

		430						LN		17		13		false		        13  talking about that as a native plant median and not				false

		431						LN		17		14		false		        14  a grassy of some sort.				false

		432						LN		17		15		false		        15            And then just engagement wise, you know,				false

		433						LN		17		16		false		        16  I'm just kind of wondering, like, how you've done it				false

		434						LN		17		17		false		        17  and how much you've done because this is something				false

		435						LN		17		18		false		        18  that, especially on Maui, we've found is that we				false

		436						LN		17		19		false		        19  just -- there just isn't really engagement.				false

		437						LN		17		20		false		        20            People say there's engagement and, like,				false

		438						LN		17		21		false		        21  yeah, some people go the meetings but, like, it's				false

		439						LN		17		22		false		        22  always the same groups of us that do.  And I				false

		440						LN		17		23		false		        23  appreciate the explanation of the preferred versus				false

		441						LN		17		24		false		        24  the alternatives.  I think that was really helpful.				false

		442						LN		17		25		false		        25            I do think that cultural concerns is very				false

		443						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		444						LN		18		1		false		         1  -- it's a very significant conversation for us to				false

		445						LN		18		2		false		         2  have.  You know, we know that there's going to be				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		         3  Iwi where we're talking about.				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		         4            And so having a plan for that -- because				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		         5  my understanding is, like, the state law, like,				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		         6  doesn't exist about it.  Like, you find Iwi and you				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		         7  stop.  And that's, like, the law.  So, you know,				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		         8  just being mindful of those kind of things because				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		         9  we know that's going to happen.				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		        10            And then to Dave's point, I really liked				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		        11  the comment about the guardrails.  And I also				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		        12  enjoyed the comment about the passing lanes.				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		        13            And I don't know that that's necessarily				false

		457						LN		18		14		false		        14  an option, but I do think that at the very least we				false

		458						LN		18		15		false		        15  should have signs that say, like, pull over to let				false

		459						LN		18		16		false		        16  other cars pass or something because that absolutely				false

		460						LN		18		17		false		        17  happens.  And I think encouraging people to drive				false

		461						LN		18		18		false		        18  faster around isn't great.				false

		462						LN		18		19		false		        19            But letting people know, like, "Hey,				false

		463						LN		18		20		false		        20  you're driving too slow -- get out of the way" is,				false

		464						LN		18		21		false		        21  like, very helpful to those in our community who				false

		465						LN		18		22		false		        22  have to commute every day and deal with all these				false

		466						LN		18		23		false		        23  tourists.  And I think that's really it.  Otherwise,				false

		467						LN		18		24		false		        24  everything's been covered.  So mahalo for having				false

		468						LN		18		25		false		        25  this.				false

		469						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		470						LN		19		1		false		         1            MS. KALUNA-PALAFOX:  Aloha.  Good evening.				false

		471						LN		19		2		false		         2  My name is Victoria Kaluna-Palafox.  I live in				false

		472						LN		19		3		false		         3  Ukumehame.  I am and we are Ukumehame restoration				false

		473						LN		19		4		false		         4  wetlands and restoration of Limu projects working in				false

		474						LN		19		5		false		         5  Ukumehame.  Also working with Olowalu.				false

		475						LN		19		6		false		         6            We pray that we connect with our ohanas				false

		476						LN		19		7		false		         7  here in Lahaina so that we can continue the growth				false

		477						LN		19		8		false		         8  of Limu to renourish our oceans again and to protect				false

		478						LN		19		9		false		         9  our wetlands.  And with that, Ukumehame for many,				false

		479						LN		19		10		false		        10  many years has been very dry.  The wetlands has had				false

		480						LN		19		11		false		        11  no life until a couple years ago.				false

		481						LN		19		12		false		        12            If you go to Pohaku Aeko Street there's,				false

		482						LN		19		13		false		        13  like, a culvert they made.  Over there it used to be				false

		483						LN		19		14		false		        14  all dry.  The only time that wetlands used to fill				false

		484						LN		19		15		false		        15  up is when the rains used to come and a little				false

		485						LN		19		16		false		        16  seepage from the ocean floor.				false

		486						LN		19		17		false		        17            Today in that culvert there's water in				false

		487						LN		19		18		false		        18  there and there's fishes.  There is life right where				false

		488						LN		19		19		false		        19  you're thinking of putting that highway.  I ask you				false

		489						LN		19		20		false		        20  not to do it.				false

		490						LN		19		21		false		        21            I ask you to go ahead, bring your				false

		491						LN		19		22		false		        22  scientists, and check our 'Aina Ukumehame because				false

		492						LN		19		23		false		        23  it's coming alive again.  There is fishes where you				false

		493						LN		19		24		false		        24  wouldn't think there is fishes.  There are water				false

		494						LN		19		25		false		        25  pools in Ukumehame where there weren't water pools.				false

		495						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		496						LN		20		1		false		         1  It is starting to show us.				false

		497						LN		20		2		false		         2            There was one developer -- and the only				false

		498						LN		20		3		false		         3  developer back there -- he tried to help the				false

		499						LN		20		4		false		         4  community by building eight cottages.  In order to				false

		500						LN		20		5		false		         5  get their cottages built he covered up a wetland				false

		501						LN		20		6		false		         6  pool and put the eight houses on it.				false

		502						LN		20		7		false		         7            My question to you -- how are you going to				false

		503						LN		20		8		false		         8  run your highway?  With a big berm or are you doing				false
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		520						LN		20		25		false		        25  funnel that water out.				false

		521						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		522						LN		21		1		false		         1            Ukumehame is the same.  It is a land of				false

		523						LN		21		2		false		         2  food growth.  We need to look into that history.				false
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         1              PUBLIC HEARING PRESENTATION: 

         2          DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

         3                     PUBLIC COMMENTS 

         4                        TAKEN ON 

         5               THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025 

         6                        5:00 P.M. 

         7   

         8            MR. KAM:  My name is Allen Kam.  I'm from 

         9  WSP.  We're really happy to see you all here 

        10  tonight.  Happy to see you guys enjoying the open 

        11  house.  We're going to have that open until about 

        12  6:00 p.m.  We're going to start to have a little 

        13  presentation at 6:00 p.m.  In the meantime please go 

        14  and check out all the information that's over here. 

        15            (Public Comments:) 

        16            MS. EMMERICH:  Hi, my name's Kellee 

        17  Emmerich.  I have been a Lahaina resident for almost 

        18  40 years.  We owned a home on Lahainaluna Road.  And 

        19  during the Lahaina Fire we lost our home.  One of my 

        20  children, my daughter, and her family also lost 

        21  their home in Wahikuli. 

        22            And after living in -- at the Hyatt for 

        23  eight months we were -- it was very healing to move 

        24  to Ukumehame.  We bought a property in Ukumehame.  

        25  And we put two tiny houses there, which we are �
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         1  farming now.  We have chickens.  We planted over 20 

         2  trees.  And we have a barn that we're going to be 

         3  building. 

         4            And so it would be very inconvenient and 

         5  disappointing if -- the higher up the highway was, 

         6  it would be possibly affecting our property.  And so 

         7  my request is that it goes as low as possible 

         8  through County land rather than through the resident 

         9  -- or the residential areas or the agricultural 

        10  areas or, yeah, private property. 

        11            I'm concerned also about the noise from 

        12  the road noise.  The closer up it comes to the -- 

        13  where the people are living.  So my request is that 

        14  it would just stay as low as possible on the 

        15  highway.  I think that's it. 

        16            THE REPORTER:  First and last name again? 

        17            MR. EMMERICH:  Brad Emmerich. 

        18            THE REPORTER:  Okay.  Ready when you are. 

        19            MR. EMMERICH:  So after the fire I 

        20  realized that this is going to be something that 

        21  takes a long time.  And so I needed to find a house 

        22  or something -- a place for my family to live.  So 

        23  that's when we lived at property there in Ukumehame.  

        24            I originally was trying to find a friend 

        25  or something like that or somebody that was wanting �
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         1  to allow me to put a -- either a mobile home or 

         2  something on their property.   

         3            That's when somebody said, "Well, why 

         4  don't you just look at the ones there in Ukumehame?"  

         5  Which we had looked at earlier in the year but it 

         6  was out of our ability. 

         7            Anyway, to make a long story short, so 

         8  after the fire I realized it was going to take a 

         9  long time before we could rebuild.  So we went and 

        10  found something there in Ukumehame.   

        11            And, like Kellee was saying, we were at 

        12  the Hyatt for eight months.  So while we were there 

        13  we were working hard at trying to build something in 

        14  Ukumehame.  But it was difficult getting through all 

        15  the process. 

        16            At any rate, now that we're there, of 

        17  course, we really like the property and so we're 

        18  more invested in what happens as far as the road is 

        19  concerned.  And there is property below us -- the 

        20  property that's next to the highway that is all 

        21  County property.   

        22            And there are no trespassing signs all 

        23  over.  But of course people have moved in there and, 

        24  you know, they put up homesteads really -- gates and 

        25  fences and right next to the "no trespassing" signs.  �
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         1  But it just -- it makes sense to me that the State 

         2  would put the highway there at the County property 

         3  at the bottom of Ukumehame development.  

         4            And then my other concern was the noise 

         5  mitigation -- if there was a way that they could -- 

         6  they would certainly -- my hope would be they would 

         7  consider that because right now we can hear the 

         8  highway noise.   

         9            But when we go inside, you know, then at 

        10  least you can't hear it when you're inside.  But if 

        11  the highway was closer it gets louder.  And so my 

        12  hope would be that they would take that into 

        13  consideration also since we are a resident -- that 

        14  they would do something to try to mitigate the noise 

        15  -- lessen the noise.  That's it. 

        16            THE REPORTER:  Perfect.  Thank you. 

        17            (Break in audio.) 

        18            MR. ISHII:  Hi, my name is Raymond Ishii.  

        19  Is this thing on?  Okay.  I'm the president of the 

        20  Valley Isle Sports Shooters Club, which is the 

        21  oldest and largest user of Ukumehame Firing Range. 

        22            While I fully support moving the existing 

        23  highway, in that there are a number of concerns I 

        24  have.  The roads appear to run parallel to fire 

        25  lines, which we are very grateful for, although �
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         1  there is a couple routes that were uncomfortably 

         2  close.  But my understanding is that's going to 

         3  change. 

         4            The questions I have is right now to 

         5  access the range and the Papalaua Wayside Park we 

         6  have to drive past the range via the Viaduct exit to 

         7  the Ukumehame subdivision, then backtrack on the 

         8  existing highway.   

         9            The question I had, which was actually 

        10  answered, was is the State going to maintain that 

        11  highway to a correct standard where you can actually 

        12  drive on it.  And I was told that's going to be 

        13  turned over to the County.  So that's a County 

        14  question now.   

        15            Because that section of road -- if 

        16  anybody's driven it -- is probably going to fall in 

        17  the ocean pretty soon.  Because if you look every so 

        18  often you'll see the -- basically the ocean 

        19  undercutting the existing jersey barriers.  So the 

        20  question I have is, number one, is that road going 

        21  to be maintained? 

        22            The second question I have -- to avoid 

        23  that, prior on the left side of the bypass would it 

        24  be possible to just simply restripe existing road 

        25  and put in a turn lane so we can get direct access �
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         1  and not have to basically bypass everything?  That 

         2  will give access to both the range and the beach 

         3  park.  Then, going back the other way, a merge lane. 

         4            My understanding is a viaduct is going to 

         5  be 25 feet high, which is good so emergency vehicles 

         6  can go under it.  But the other question we had was 

         7  during construction will people be allowed access 

         8  basically to the range because they're going to 

         9  build the viaduct over the existing road?  And 

        10  that's it for the range. 

        11            I have one comment though as far as the 

        12  highway itself -- if there's any thought about 

        13  putting protected passing lanes on that highway?  

        14  Because if anybody's driven it, what happens is you 

        15  get behind somebody going 20, 30 miles an hour and 

        16  you got a line of cars, you know, half mile, mile 

        17  long.   

        18            Then you get one guy ten cars back who's 

        19  late for work and he's going to start passing 

        20  people.  So has there been any thought about putting 

        21  passing lanes on that highway?  Not the whole thing 

        22  but just intermittently to let people around slow 

        23  people.  That's all I got. 

        24            MR. KAM:  Mahalo, Mr. Ishii. 

        25            Mr. McPherson?       �
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         1            MR. MCPHERSON:  Hi, my name is David 

         2  McPherson.  I live in Kipuka Village.  Most people 

         3  know it as Olowalu Village.  I've been there for 

         4  about ten years with my family. 

         5            As we look at the alternate routes, it 

         6  seems -- and I would like to see it go a little bit 

         7  higher away from the homes.  There's a lot more 

         8  space Mauka.  Hopefully there's no park sites or 

         9  anything that would be -- that would hinder that to 

        10  be pushed further away from our homes.   

        11            We have a small little village there.  And 

        12  it seems like it goes, you know, fairly close.  So 

        13  that's one thing that I would really like to see 

        14  happen is that it would be pushed further away from 

        15  our homes for the noise.   

        16            And second of all, for the design team, if 

        17  you thought about putting guardrails up -- I know 

        18  guardrails are to stop cars when there's no other 

        19  runways that they can slow down.   

        20            But guardrails keep vagrants out of State-

        21  covered lands.  And that's a really -- putting 

        22  guardrails up would save our County and State 

        23  dollars in not having to clean up cars.   

        24            I mean, if you do the stretch from Olowalu 

        25  to Ukumehame you're going to see cars littered up �
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         1  there, especially if you take a helicopter and you 

         2  fly over.  It is unbelievable.  And that takes a lot 

         3  of money, a lot of effort, and it damages our 

         4  wetland areas.   

         5            So to keep everybody out of there, 

         6  guardrails would eliminate anybody really driving 

         7  into State-covered land or places that they should 

         8  not be trespassing.  That's just one thing that I 

         9  wanted to say on that.  Thank you, everybody, for 

        10  coming.  Appreciate it. 

        11            MR. WOLFORD:  Good evening.  My name's 

        12  Jason Wolford.  I'm with SAST.  We're a nonprofit 

        13  training organization at Ukumehame Firing Range.  

        14  We're a nonprofit. We teach firearm safety and 

        15  training. 

        16            My concern is along with the fires when 

        17  the range was closed -- people need accesses through 

        18  that.  So during the construction are we still going 

        19  to be able to access that?  Because people want to 

        20  go hunt.  They need to be able to sight rifles in 

        21  for ethical hunting purposes and things like that.   

        22            If it's shut down another six to eight 

        23  months during the construction of that, you're just 

        24  going to have people going other places shooting and 

        25  as well as being able to take firearms, classes, and �
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         1  trainings -- and safety trainings -- which is 

         2  required by the State of Hawaii.   

         3            You're basically going to be locking 

         4  people out of access to these constitutional rights 

         5  as well if we don't have access to that. 

         6            And my second question is I understand 

         7  they're making it three lanes for finances and 

         8  things like that.  What happens when there's an 

         9  accident on that elevated roadway?   

        10            Whether there's guardrails and the 

        11  vehicles are stopped there and people need to get 

        12  through or -- how are you going to get people off of 

        13  that?  If there's a fatality we all know the road 

        14  shuts down here for six to eight hours.   

        15            How are people going to get off of that 

        16  elevated roadway to be able to at least go one way 

        17  or the other to get back somewhere else rather than 

        18  sitting in their cars for six to eight hours?      

        19            MR. FISCHER:  Hello, my name is Van 

        20  Fischer.  I own six acres in Olowalu right where the 

        21  wai stream goes up right below where the proposed 

        22  highway is going to go through. 

        23            Fortunately, the new highway that's 

        24  proposed barely clips the corner of my property.  So 

        25  I'm grateful that it misses mine.  But my neighbors �
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         1  are not so fortunate.   

         2            I'm here to ask you to move the 

         3  intersection of Luawai and the highway Mauka, like, 

         4  150 feet for a number of reasons.  One, the way that 

         5  it hits Luawai Street now is at an angle so it 

         6  doesn't create a right-angle intersection.   

         7            So you're going to have to realign the 

         8  side roads as opposed to realign the highway.  If 

         9  you just move the proposed highway up about 150 feet 

        10  it changes the arc of the highway as it comes 

        11  through.   

        12            And then it hits Luawai Street at a right 

        13  angle so you have a proper intersection.  That 

        14  intersection's going to need to be signalized 

        15  because it's going to be a very busy intersection 

        16  going down into Olowalu Village. 

        17            Another issue is that on the back of our 

        18  property lines -- Lot 20 and Lot 19 -- there's a 

        19  subservice tributary to Mapua Stream.   

        20            And there's an old pumphouse right where 

        21  you're putting your highway through where if you go 

        22  down in there you can see there's water flowing 

        23  under there.  And that is a tributary into Mapua 

        24  Stream, which runs right through mine and Dave's 

        25  property just down further.   �
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         1            The rest of Mapua Stream up above is also 

         2  subterranean.  But in the section through our 

         3  property it's an open stream and there's tons of 

         4  life in there.  And we would like to protect it and 

         5  enhance it if possible.  And putting the highway 

         6  through there is not going to accomplish that. 

         7            There is a substantial topography 

         8  difference between the area where the highway can go 

         9  right above Lots 19 and 20 as opposed to below.  

        10  There's about a 12-foot vertical bank.  And if it 

        11  were moved up then you wouldn't have to deal with 

        12  that bank.   

        13            If you do have to deal with the bank, 

        14  behind my property's going to be a 20-foot-high 

        15  embankment to support that highway up there.  So for 

        16  these reasons I'd like to ask that you move it.   

        17            The most important reason probably is that 

        18  right where you go through Lot 20 there was two 

        19  parcels there -- A and B -- just on the southside of 

        20  the wai stream where there was two two-and-a-half-

        21  acre parcels there with two local families who are 

        22  in contract to buy those to build their homes on.   

        23            And now they can't build their homes 

        24  there.  You're going right through those properties.  

        25  And all it would take is to move it 150 feet Mauka �
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         1  into an open space tract that's already there that 

         2  nobody's going to be building on.   

         3            So I would appreciate it if you would look 

         4  into it.  I feel really good.  I spoke with Jamie 

         5  about this and I feel like she really understood and 

         6  cared about what I was saying.  So I'm hopeful that 

         7  you will take this into consideration.  Thank you. 

         8            MR. NIELSON:  Hello, my name is Nick 

         9  Nielson.  I'm a property owner in Ukumehame.  Most 

        10  of my concerns have been addressed so far so I'm 

        11  just going to note one concern for us.  We're kind 

        12  of concerned about the hours of construction -- if 

        13  there's going to be limits or it's going to be a 24-

        14  hour operation and how that noise will be addressed 

        15  and recorded before and after construction.  Will 

        16  there be a decibel meter at our location now and 

        17  that's compared to construction?  That's it. 

        18            MS. KEAHI:  Aloha.  I'm Malihini Keahi.  

        19  I'm from Lahaina all my life.  You know, my dad was 

        20  Moon Keahi.  And my father used to help a lot of 

        21  representatives who were trying to make a change on 

        22  the west side. 

        23            And the craziest thing was that every time 

        24  they wanted to add a road something else was coming.  

        25  So again, you know, I live in Leali'i.  I spoke my �
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         1  piece up there.  I think what I'm afraid of more so 

         2  is the highway.   

         3            So you take up more land.  You open up the 

         4  highway.  And then you infringe on people in 

         5  Olowalu.  Some of them are wanting the changes.  But 

         6  you know what?  I think leave Olowalu as peaceful as 

         7  it is.   

         8            It doesn't stop traffic to come into 

         9  Lahaina.  Today I had an appointment on the other 

        10  side.  I came back this way.  Traffic was backed up 

        11  on the bypass.  And I think the more road you make 

        12  the more people come.   

        13            And with what Lahaina has just already 

        14  gone through it's, like, this is too much.  It's 

        15  just too much.  I think Lahaina, Olowalu needs to be 

        16  rethink -- I know they were wanting to make a whole 

        17  village and a whole town.   

        18            That place is sacred.  I think the few 

        19  people that know about it and the people that have 

        20  learned about it in this last 20 years is plenty 

        21  enough.  We need to speak -- we need to share the 

        22  history of Olowalu, not condemn it because we're 

        23  going to have more people coming in. 

        24            You know, that area -- it's been sacred 

        25  for me all my life growing up.  Whenever we were �
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         1  gathering with my grandmother there we'd always end 

         2  up down by Olowalu Pier and we would spend a week or 

         3  a month, especially when my grandparents were alive, 

         4  and we'd all gather.   

         5            Everybody who was from Pu'ukoli'i on this 

         6  side of the island -- we'd go to Olowalu.  That is 

         7  gone now.  Yeah.  My babies grew up there.  My 

         8  grandbabies today -- they don't -- they enjoy it 

         9  there because of the feeling and as we grew up 

        10  there.   

        11            But Olowalu is special.  And those of you 

        12  that are there, you're very blessed.  And I just 

        13  feel that this whole highway thing -- and I know 

        14  progress is progress.  But, like I said, every time 

        15  we add a road something else is happening.  It gets 

        16  developed.   

        17            All the work that Tanya did of exposing 

        18  our history is going to be covered all over again.  

        19  Maybe not all the areas, but most of it -- of her 

        20  hard work, of our past.   

        21            And that is today that is going on -- that 

        22  we get to know of our past, our history.  For our 

        23  children and our grandchildren and our 

        24  great-grandchildren -- they'll never see that.  It's 

        25  going to be covered.  And you add one more road -- �


                                                              16 


         1  that's not going to help.   

         2            You know what?  After the fire, traffic 

         3  was very little.  People respected and got only on 

         4  the bypass through Lahaina and Keawe.  And that got 

         5  all messed up, yes.   

         6            And then we asked these two, "Why couldn't 

         7  you do the road Mauka and take it to Honokowai?"  We 

         8  said no more money.  But you talk about money.  So 

         9  why don't you work on that part?  You know, above -- 

        10            MR. KAM:  Three minutes is up.  Please 

        11  wrap up. 

        12            MS. KEAHI:  So, anyway, I didn't mean to 

        13  come talk but I had to say something.  And I have my 

        14  family Naho'oikaikas Olowalu and I was really 

        15  worried where that road was going to change because 

        16  they're right above the store.  And that's why I'm 

        17  here. 

        18            MS. KEELE:  So mahalo to having this in 

        19  Lahaina.  I think that's really helpful.  I want to 

        20  recognize that, Director Sniffen, you've done this a 

        21  couple times now.  So thank you -- coming to the 

        22  community to have conversations. 

        23            I'm happy to see so many people from the 

        24  area that we're discussing because I found out about 

        25  this meeting because I opened my, like, Lahaina �
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         1  Strong weekly email today.  So they happened to have 

         2  it in there.   

         3            And so just advertisement wise if there's 

         4  something better that you guys could do for future 

         5  engagement because our community is really 

         6  overwhelmed.  And so we need to have a little bit of 

         7  notice so we can plan around things. 

         8             I do want to acknowledge that in the 

         9  presentation it looks like someone did realize it 

        10  since you had these printed because on the boards it 

        11  does say "a grassy median" and that made me very 

        12  uncomfortable.  So I want to make sure that we are 

        13  talking about that as a native plant median and not 

        14  a grassy of some sort.   

        15            And then just engagement wise, you know, 

        16  I'm just kind of wondering, like, how you've done it 

        17  and how much you've done because this is something 

        18  that, especially on Maui, we've found is that we 

        19  just -- there just isn't really engagement.   

        20            People say there's engagement and, like, 

        21  yeah, some people go the meetings but, like, it's 

        22  always the same groups of us that do.  And I 

        23  appreciate the explanation of the preferred versus 

        24  the alternatives.  I think that was really helpful. 

        25            I do think that cultural concerns is very �
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         1  -- it's a very significant conversation for us to 

         2  have.  You know, we know that there's going to be 

         3  Iwi where we're talking about.   

         4            And so having a plan for that -- because 

         5  my understanding is, like, the state law, like, 

         6  doesn't exist about it.  Like, you find Iwi and you 

         7  stop.  And that's, like, the law.  So, you know, 

         8  just being mindful of those kind of things because 

         9  we know that's going to happen.   

        10            And then to Dave's point, I really liked 

        11  the comment about the guardrails.  And I also 

        12  enjoyed the comment about the passing lanes.   

        13            And I don't know that that's necessarily 

        14  an option, but I do think that at the very least we 

        15  should have signs that say, like, pull over to let 

        16  other cars pass or something because that absolutely 

        17  happens.  And I think encouraging people to drive 

        18  faster around isn't great.   

        19            But letting people know, like, "Hey, 

        20  you're driving too slow -- get out of the way" is, 

        21  like, very helpful to those in our community who 

        22  have to commute every day and deal with all these 

        23  tourists.  And I think that's really it.  Otherwise, 

        24  everything's been covered.  So mahalo for having 

        25  this. �
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         1            MS. KALUNA-PALAFOX:  Aloha.  Good evening.  

         2  My name is Victoria Kaluna-Palafox.  I live in 

         3  Ukumehame.  I am and we are Ukumehame restoration 

         4  wetlands and restoration of Limu projects working in 

         5  Ukumehame.  Also working with Olowalu. 

         6            We pray that we connect with our ohanas 

         7  here in Lahaina so that we can continue the growth 

         8  of Limu to renourish our oceans again and to protect 

         9  our wetlands.  And with that, Ukumehame for many, 

        10  many years has been very dry.  The wetlands has had 

        11  no life until a couple years ago.   

        12            If you go to Pohaku Aeko Street there's, 

        13  like, a culvert they made.  Over there it used to be 

        14  all dry.  The only time that wetlands used to fill 

        15  up is when the rains used to come and a little 

        16  seepage from the ocean floor.   

        17            Today in that culvert there's water in 

        18  there and there's fishes.  There is life right where 

        19  you're thinking of putting that highway.  I ask you 

        20  not to do it.   

        21            I ask you to go ahead, bring your 

        22  scientists, and check our 'Aina Ukumehame because 

        23  it's coming alive again.  There is fishes where you 

        24  wouldn't think there is fishes.  There are water 

        25  pools in Ukumehame where there weren't water pools.  �
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         1  It is starting to show us.   

         2            There was one developer -- and the only 

         3  developer back there -- he tried to help the 

         4  community by building eight cottages.  In order to 

         5  get their cottages built he covered up a wetland 

         6  pool and put the eight houses on it. 

         7            My question to you -- how are you going to 

         8  run your highway?  With a big berm or are you doing 

         9  dry pipe?  If it is dry pipe I am against dry pipe 

        10  because the wetlands are important for us, 

        11  especially at this time.   

        12            We need to start concentrating on growing 

        13  food for our people.  And this is where it should be 

        14  -- Ukumehame Olowalu -- the largest land in Lahaina.  

        15  Open, barren, good 'Aina for grow food. 

        16            The other part that I am very concerned 

        17  about is all the wetland pools.  There's a special 

        18  one that I talked to Tanya and I talked to Pua 

        19  today.  It was always kept within the Kupuna's, 

        20  Mana', and Mo'olelo.  We have not shared that space 

        21  yet. 

        22            As Olowalu has a cave up in the valley 

        23  filled with water and that land belonged to the 

        24  Nahina and Ho'oikaika's, today Peter Martin wants to 

        25  funnel that water out. �
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         1            Ukumehame is the same.  It is a land of 

         2  food growth.  We need to look into that history.  

         3  The wetlands of Ukumehame starts from the pipe and 

         4  it comes almost all the way to the river.   

         5            The reason why I'm saying almost to the 

         6  river is because the river's water flow comes within 

         7  that passage so the wetlands could stop at one 

         8  certain point.  Again -- 

         9            MR. KAM:  Your three minutes -- 

        10            MS. KALUNA-PALAFOX:  Yeah.  Again I will 

        11  repeat -- many years from the time of the first 

        12  development that area was all wet.  Within the last 

        13  year or so water has been seeping under the road.  

        14  Kane has found his way, therefore bringing the 

        15  fishes back to where they was in time past.  I thank 

        16  you very much for the time. 

        17            MS. MAGALLANES:  Aloha mai kakou.  My name 

        18  is Linda Nahina Magallanes.  I'm an original 

        19  descendant of Olowalu -- my biggest concern.  I know 

        20  a lot of culture is significant in that area. 

        21            I had asked about cutting down the trees 

        22  through Olowalu -- the tunnel trees.  I was told 

        23  they cannot.  Why?  You protect the trees but you're 

        24  not protecting the cultural significance of Olowalu. 

        25            Every bit of Olowalu is significant �
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         1  culturally.  I know that because I'm also from 

         2  Olowalu with the connection of my ohana Naho'oikaika 

         3  and Keao.  I used to live where the farm is right 

         4  now that -- by the highway -- that coconut farm and 

         5  butterfly -- I lived there until we moved into 

         6  Lahaina.   

         7            But my biggest concern is if you put the 

         8  road up higher what about the heiau on the top?  

         9  That heiau is still going strong.  There's also Pu'u 

        10  Kilea, which is -- our Kupunas are buried on top.  

        11  You're going to put one highway through that. 

        12            You have Awalua, which is the outskirt of 

        13  Olowalu on the Lahaina side.  Then you've got 

        14  Kapa'i, which is on the Wahikuli side of Olowalu.  

        15  So also these places need to be named correctly.  

        16  Not -- Kapa'i is not Olowalu.  That's Kapa'i.   

        17            I said this in many meetings.  I came to 

        18  many meetings.  I also was on you guys' Zoom meeting 

        19  and somebody said they was going to get back to me 

        20  and to today never got back. 

        21            It really disappoints me because nobody 

        22  listened because it's all about the road.  If you 

        23  cut the trees down, you got one road there.  Use the 

        24  old cane haul road.  What's so hard about that? 

        25            Instead of going up -- because even on the �
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         1  cane haul there's -- the cane road to the regular 

         2  road has cemetery on the left.  Check West Maui Land 

         3  EIS and put that together with your EIS.  Something 

         4  will go right.  That's all I got to say.   

         5            I'm kind of angry and I'm sorry by coming 

         6  out like this.  But nobody listening to the people 

         7  who from here of Maui, of Lahaina, in Olowalu.  I'm 

         8  very upset because nobody listens.  They're just 

         9  doing what they like, put roads where they like, but 

        10  not listening to the people -- listening to the 

        11  money.  Thank you. 

        12            MR. KALUNA-PALAFOX:  I'm from Ukumehame  

        13  We're the first ones that you guys gonna plow 

        14  through, you know, and come into our kuleana.  

        15  That's like taking a part of our livelihood.  Even 

        16  through how much you guys coming through, but you 

        17  still coming through our kuleana.  It was two 

        18  generations. 

        19            For me hard because now we feel like we 

        20  are losing out again, you know, the kanaka -- always 

        21  the ones to lose all their -- especially for a 

        22  generation.  You know, how much more the kanaka 

        23  people got to lose? 

        24            You know, it's already there.  It's 

        25  already stated.  We're impacted.  Land Commission �
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         1  awards but they no accept one TMK over that.  You 

         2  know, we become a loser again.  You know, we 

         3  suffering already with what we get. 

         4            We see all our beaches being destroyed, 

         5  being used as recreation.  Ukumehame is a 

         6  recreational park.  Outsiders come do surf lessons 

         7  and the instructor is just as White as the person 

         8  that came off of the plane.   

         9            You know, I could see with a local, but 

        10  no.  So our land is being used as a recreation.  

        11  Economy.  You can make money.  What about the people 

        12  that already is suffering -- all the kanaka?  You 

        13  got to fight for Lahaina. 

        14            How is that?  My wife -- generations, two 

        15  generations.  How come she got to fight just to stay 

        16  on our land?  Plenty kanaka kawai got to fight for 

        17  our land.  We already fighting for our water so we 

        18  can make money.   

        19            The hotels, the greedy ones, sucking all 

        20  up the water.  But the people suffer with 20 percent 

        21  of water.  How is that?  Even the kanaka -- they get 

        22  first rights automatic -- first rights no questions 

        23  asked.  They get the right for the water, for the 

        24  'Aina.   

        25            You cannot just come through and think you �
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         1  own and just plow through all our cultural sites or 

         2  our wetlands or the river and life.  I mean, I'm 

         3  pure Filipino. My dad came from the Philippines.  My 

         4  mom born here.   

         5            But my heart is so kanaka.  And I cry 

         6  about all of that because I know all these kanakas 

         7  out here is suffering.  They're suffering.  You 

         8  know, I know it's hard for me.  I got to see all 

         9  this with my own eyes.   

        10            I mean, I'm 66 years old.  I watch Maui 

        11  from when I was born in to today how things look is 

        12  all messed up.  You know, I sorry.  But the County 

        13  and the State -- they making it more kapulu.  You 

        14  come with the machine, plow any kind, don't even -- 

        15  you, sorry, but half-ass -- kapulu.      

        16            MR. KAM:  That's about time. 

        17            MR. KALUNA-PALAFOX:  I'm sorry.  But 

        18  mahalo.  I hope they will get to you guys.  You 

        19  know, you guys -- we the first families.  You guys 

        20  coming through -- you know, I'm sorry.  I no like 

        21  you guys come through my property and my -- it's not 

        22  my property, my kuleana.   

        23            And my great-great-grandkids behind me -- 

        24  I'd like them live the same life as me.  So fix the 

        25  old highway.  You guys will save a lot more money by �
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         1  just fixing it.  Mahalo. 

         2            MS. FELICE:  You kind of just, I guess, 

         3  nipped it in the bud by saying that you're not going 

         4  to build a highway up north because we don't have 

         5  the funding.  Right?  But we need another way out of 

         6  Lahaina.  If you were here during the fire you would 

         7  understand. 

         8            (Public comments concluded.) 

         9   

        10   

        11   

        12   

        13   

        14   

        15   

        16   

        17   

        18   

        19   

        20   

        21   

        22   

        23   

        24   

        25   �


                                                              27 


         1                       CERTIFICATE 

         2   

         3       I, Chelsea Wilhelm, do hereby certify that I  

         4  reported all proceedings adduced in the foregoing 

         5  matter and that the foregoing transcript pages 

         6  constitutes a full, true and accurate record of said 

         7  proceedings to the best of my ability. 

         8   

         9       I further certify that I am neither related to  

        10  counsel or any party to the proceedings nor have any  

        11  interest in the outcome of the proceedings. 

        12   

        13       IN WITNESS HEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

        14  this 10th of February, 2025. 

        15   

        16   

        17   

        18   

        19   

        20   

        21   

        22              Chelsea Wilhelm, #3541 

        23   

        24   

        25   �

